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Sample Promotional
Poster/Flyer 

(10 weeks out)

Create your own or email 
specific Mass/reception info 
to john@renewtheido.org 
and we will have graphics 
created for your parish.

Bulletin Announcement Example:

All Married Couples are invited to a very special Renewal of Vows Mass and
Blessing of the Rings, Sunday, May 15th at 4:00pm with Fr. Jay. Immediately
following Mass, a celebration dinner will be held in the Church Hall. Price per
couple: $40. Price includes appetizers, a buffet dinner, wine and dessert. To
register, please RSVP by date __________.

Announcement at Mass:

“I invite all married couples of the parish to a very special Renewal of Vows
Mass and Ring Blessing to be held on Sunday, May 15th at 6pm. All are 
welcome to the Mass. Please RSVP for the celebration dinner by Monday, 
May 9th.”

Get the Word Out !
The highest attendance for Renewal Mass and Receptions has been 
facilitated by a group of eight to ten couples acting as “table hosts” to 
personally invite their friends (four other couples to sit at their table). In 
addition, posters, flyers, and bulletin blurbs have been posted eight weeks
out. The more your priest is excited and verbally promotes, the better.



One of the most meaningful ways to celebrate and cheer on marriage as a
community is to invite all married couples of the parish to a special Renewal
of Vows Mass and Blessing of Rings. Hosting a reception immediately 
following Mass is a great way to increase a sense of community and add an
element of fun! Most pastors fully embrace this idea as something wonderful
for married couples of their parish, especially when they realize their only 
commitment is to celebrate Mass. Of course, having the priest get the word
out and attend the reception is also encouraged to show support to the mar-
ried couples of the parish.

Plan Your Event in Four Easy Steps

Marriage covenant each day, increase their charity, and strengthen in them the
bond of peace, so that (together with the circle of their children that surrounds
them), they may forever enjoy your blessing. When life is done and the sun is
setting, may they be found then, as now, still hand-in-hand, still thanking God
for each other. May they serve You happily, faithfully, and together all their lives
long. Bless them abundantly, as they have renewed their vows to each other
and You, today. This we pray, through Jesus Christ, the great lover of souls."

All: "Amen."
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Date
Set a date for the Mass and confirm it with your parish
priest by asking him to be the Celebrant.

a. Saturday Evening or Sunday as a part of an existing 
Mass.

b. Sunday Evening as a special and separate Renewal 
of Vows Mass.

Gather a group of couples to help plan and promote.

Mass
Plan the liturgy by choosing the readings, selecting the
music, and deciding on the options listed on pages 3-6.

Reception
Choose the location and plan the reception.

a. Wine & cheese or dessert & champagne in church 
hall or outside on the church grounds.

b. Sit down/buffet dinner at a local restaurant or in 
church hall.

Promotion
Get the word out!

a. Use Posters/Flyers, bulletin blurbs, and priestly 
announcements at Mass. See back page for help 
with graphics.

b. Personally invite couples by email, text, or phone call.
c. Enlist eight to ten couples to be “table hosts.” Each

table personally invites four other couples to join 
them at their table.

Suggested Music Options:
Preparation of Gifts:

The Gift of Love (Hopson); And on this Day (English)

Sign of Peace:
Prayer of St. Francis (Instrumental)

Communion:
When Love is Found (Hopson); How Beautiful (Paris);

Meditation:
Ave Maria (Schubert); Love Never Fails (Heath)

Recessional Hymn:
Fanfare/Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke);

Spring (Vivaldi);
Hornpipe (from Water Music)

Thank you for leading your parish to reaffirm their marriage vows.

Step
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Step
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Additional Fun Ideas
When couples register, ask them for a wedding photo, wedding song, and
marriage advice. Use the photos as place-settings and play their wedding
songs throughout dinner on a playlist. Sharing their marriage advice to be
used by the main celebrant in homily is a valuable addition to the message!

• Create a program with Mass readings and blessings (ask for a sample)
• Decorate pews with bows, signs, etc.
• Ask a few daughters to serve as flower girls and blow bubbles for couples 

after Mass
• Gift a rose for each wife (pass out as they enter the church)
• Offer free babysitting (youth groups are great for this!)
• Include families and children to witness the importance of marriage
• Take photos to capture the evening and use in email “Thank you”
• Provide a certificate for each couple, blessing their marriage
• Arrange for the youth group to serve a sit down dinner for the couples

Blessing of Rings:
Priest: "Heavenly Father, we ask you to bless these rings that are continually
worn on the fingers of these beautiful couples as a sign of their love and fidelity.
Husbands and wives, today you have a new significance in light of the covenant
relationship you have entered because of your mutual faith in Jesus Christ as
your Savior and the Lord of your marriage. Your wedding bands of gold and
silver, precious among metals, fittingly represent the precious ties that unite
you as husband and wife. These rings, endless until broken by an outside force
are appropriate reminders of the unbroken partnership of marriage which will
continue until broken by death. Increase and sanctify, Lord, the love of your 
servants, who once gave each other these rings as a sign of faithfulness, that
they may always grow in the grace of the Sacrament. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen."

Priest: "Dear husbands, state the name of your beloved, and repeat after me:
(Wife's name), receive this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."

Priest: "Wives repeat after me: (Husband's name), receive this ring as a sign of
my love and fidelity in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit."

Priest: "May the Lord keep you safe all the days of your life. May He be your
comfort in adversity and your support in prosperity. May He fill your home with
His blessings. Through Christ our Lord."

All: "Amen."

Priest: "Husbands, please kiss your bride!"

General Intersessions/Prayers of the Faithful:
Response: Renew the fidelity of your servants, Lord. (Psalm 158)

Prayer for Offerings:
Priest: "Receive in your kindness, Lord, the offerings we bring in gladness 
before you and in your fatherly love watch over those you have joined in a 
reaffirmed sacramental covenant. Through Christ our Lord. Amen."

Nuptial (Renewal) Blessing:
Priest: "Oh God of Love, You have established marriage for the welfare and
happiness of mankind. Remind these couples that marriage is not merely living
for each other; it is two uniting hands and hearts to serve you. May they never
take each other's love for granted. We praise You, O God, we bless You, Creator
of all things, who in the beginning made man and woman that they might form
a communion of life and love. We also give you thanks for graciously blessing
the family life of Your servants, so that it might present an image of Christ's
union with the Church. Therefore, look with kindness upon them today, and as
You have sustained their communion amid joys and struggles, renew their 
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Planning the Mass
(Suggested Mass blessings, readings and music)

• If Renewal of Vows Mass is planned within existing weekend liturgy, readings
will follow the weekly liturgical calendar with a homily that ties it all together.
• If a sparate Renewal of Vows Mass is planned, it is recommended that the
Mass follow the three-fold structure of a Wedding Liturgy: Liturgy of the Word,
Wedding Rite and Eucharistic Prayer. 

Prelude Music: 2-3 songs
• Cantique de Jean Racine (Faure)
• Where You Go (Callahan)

Welcome:
Priest: “We have gathered together today in God’s sanctuary for the renewal
of your wedding vows. You have come to reaffirm the covenant taken on your
wedding day. We are honored that you are here to reaffirm your commitment
to God and one another.”

Opening Prayer:
Priest: “God of all grace and goodness, accept our thanks for the ordinance
of marriage which You have instituted. You who set those who are alone into
families, and You who have promised Your blessing to all who call upon You.
Bless these, Your servants, who are now about to reaffirm their marriage vows.
Guide them and sanctify them by Your Spirit, and fill them anew with a deep
sense of the obligation of the vows they took and which they reaffirm today.
Help them to look to You today for Your assistance and to reaffirm these 
sacred obligations in humble dependence upon Your enabling grace. Through
our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.”

(Reading Options: Choose one of each)
1st Reading:
• Genesis 1:26-28,31a
• Genesis 2:18-24
• Sirach 26:1-4,13-16

Homily

Renewal Rite:
(The priest asks couples to face each other and hold hands): 
Priest: "You've come together into this church, in the presence of the Lord, with
your intention to reaffirm your marital vows. May you be strengthened by the
Lord and sealed by His sacred seal. Christ abundantly blesses this love that
binds you and through the sacrament that you have already received, enriches
and strengthens you. For He has consecrated you through Baptism and brings
you together for the responsibility of married life. And so, in the presence of
the Church, I asked you to restate your intentions."

Priest: "Do you come here tonight to renew your marriage vows freely and
whole heartedly? And if you agree, say, 'I do'!"
Couples: "I do!"

Priest: "Do you promise to continue to follow the path of marriage to love and
honor each other for as long you both shall live?"
Couples: "I do!"

Priest: "Do you recommit to follow God's plan for your marriage by bringing
up any children that you're blessed with according to the law of Christ and His
Church?"
Couples: “I do!"

Priest: "Since it is your intention to recommit yourselves to this beautiful gift of
Holy Matrimony, declare your consent before God and His Church."

Renewal of Vows:
Priest: "Dear husbands, please repeat after me..."
Husbands: "l (states his name) renew my love for you (states wife’s name) as my
wife. I promise to be faithful to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and
in health, to love you and to honor you all the days of my life."

Priest: "Now wives, please repeat after me..."
Wives: "l (states her name) renew my love for you (states husband’s name) as
my husband. I promise to be faithful to you in good times and in bad, in sickness
and in health, to love you and to honor you all the days of my life."

Priest: "May the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, the God
who joined together our first parents in 
paradise strengthen and bless in Christ the
consent which you just renewed today 
declared before the church, so that God
continues to join together what no one can
put asunder."

All: "Thanks be to God!"
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Gospel Acclamation:
• 1 John 4:7b Everyone who loves is 

begotten of God and knows God.
• 1 John 4:16 Whoever remains in Love, 

remains in God and God in him.

Processional Hymn: 1 song
• Cannon in D (Pachelbel)
• Oh God Beyond All Praising (Perry)
• Lift High the Cross (Kitchin)

Gospel Reading:
• Matthew 5:1-12a
• Mark 10:6-9
• John 15:9-12

Responsorial Psalm:
• 118 This is the Day 

(Soper)
• 128 Blest are those 

who Love you (Haugan)
• God is Love (Haas)

2nd Reading:
• Romans 8:31b-35,37-39
• 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a,

17-20
• Philippains 4:4-9


